foodban

OF NORTHWEST INDIANA )

CONTACT INFORMATION

Food Bank of Northwest Indiana

Natalie Krivas, Ph.D.

Vice President of Development & Communications
219.980.1777 | nkrivas@foodbanknwi.org

June 17, 2026
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOODBANK OF NORTHWEST INDIANA PROMPTLY ADDS MOBILE MARKET
OPPORTUNITIES TO ASSIST NEIGHBORS IMPACTED BY RECENT STORMS

MERRILLVILLE, IN- On Thursday, June 11, Northwest Indiana was hit with multiple active
tornadoes and severe storms. Affected areas include Merrillville, Portage, Hobart, and many

other communities. The Food Bank of Northwest Indiana has spent the past week quickly responding to
Northwest Indiana’s needs in response to the past severe storms. Multiple food distributions have been
implemented, providing communities affected by the storms with boxed lunches.

Recognizing the sustained need for food, the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana has scheduled seven
(7) additional Mobile Market distributions for community members to receive groceries. “We remain
committed to ensuring that our neighbors receive the food they need,” said Victor Garcia, President &
CEO of the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana. “We understand how intense storms are impacting our
community and the severe challenges many of our neighbors are facing right now. During times like
these, access to food and essential resources becomes even more critical.”

The additional Mobile Markets will be distributing disaster relief boxes available to the following
communities — all beginning at 11AM each day:

e 6/18 — Merrillville - Hidden Lake (6355 Broadway Ave.)

e 6/20 — Kouts - Kouts Christian Church (208 S Poland Ave.)

e 6/22 — Hebron - St Helen Church (302 North Madison St.)

e 6/23 — Hobart -YMCA Hobart Club (601 West 40" PI.)

e 6/24 — St. John - Midwest Training Ice Center (10600 White Oak Ave.)

e 6/24 — Merrillville - Hidden Lake (6355 Broadway Ave.)

e 6/25 — Cedar Lake - Project Love Food Pantry (7124 West 137" PL.)

e 6/26 — Schererville - St. John Community Center (/515 West Lincoln Hwy.)
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For individuals and organizations looking to support the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana during this
exceptional time, sponsorships for Mobile Markets can be arranged by contacting Charnita Jones at
cjones@foodbanknwi.org. For those looking to donate food items, the Food Bank accepts food
donations Monday through Friday from 8AM until 2PM at Door C. Please do not leave food donations
unattended outside of the building.

The Food Bank is incredibly proud of our partners, staff, and especially our volunteers as we
work together in support of our community. For more information on the Food Bank of Northwest
Indiana and up-to-date notice on current response efforts, please visit www.foodbanknwi.org.
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ABOUT THE FOODBANK OF NORTHWEST INDIANA

The Food Bank of Northwest Indiana has been leading the Region’s fight against food insecurity since
1982 and distributes approximately 7.6 million meals each year to hungry children, adults, families,
and seniors across Lake and Porter counties. Each month the Food Bank serves more than 60,000
individuals through its 150+ partner agencies and programs like Mobile Market, Commodity
Supplemental Food Program for seniors, Food is Medicine partnerships, and Pantry Pack programs.

Files attached: June Mobile Market distributions, additional 7 distributions graphic.
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